
Santa Monica High School

Advanced Placement Spanish Language 5A/B 2014-2015
Claudia Bautista-Nicholas, Instructor

(310)395-3204  X 71113



cbautista@smmusd.org

website: srabautistanicholas.weebly.com
Office Hours: Wednesdays 9-9:30, during lunch at T113 or after school by appointment.

COURSE CONTENT

The content of the course in Advanced Placement Spanish Language will reflect intellectual and casual interests shared by the students and teacher (the arts, history, current events, literature, culture, etc.).   Materials will include recordings of narratives, music, films, newspapers, magazines, photographs and videos.  The course will seek to develop language skills that are useful and can be applied to various activities and disciplines rather than to the mastery of any specific subject matter.  Therefore, the specific areas of oral proficiency, composition, reading comprehension, and grammar that will be covered will be left to the discretion of the instructor as he/she discovers areas of weakness or needing special attention as evidenced by the oral and written journals and assignments submitted by the students as well as by other indicators.


The course will prepare the students to take the Advanced Placement Spanish Language Examination given in the spring.  (This test is mandatory for all students enrolled in the Spanish 5A/B AP Language course). The examination will consist of two sections that will test the four basic skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  As of 2013-2014, we will focus on 6 themes: Global Challenges, Personal and Public Identities, Science and Technology, Beauty and Aesthetics, Contemporary Life, Families and Communities.
Course breakdown:

Homework, class work, oral/written journal
30% 
(No late homework will be accepted)

Quizzes & tests


30% 


Projects, formal compositions, presentations
30%

Final exam, Final portfolio


10%

Texts: 

Díaz, J.M., Nadel, M., Collins, S. J.  Abriendo paso: Gramática.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle 

Publishers, 2000. 

Draggett, P.  Temas: AP Spanish Language and Culture.  Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2014
Frisancho, J. Vista Higher Learning AP Spanish and Culture Exam Preparation.  Boston: Vista 

Higher Learning, 2014.

Assignment Time Table for Second Semester 2014-2015 

Note: Grammar lesson materials will be assigned daily from the Abriendo paso: Gramática textbook and other supplementary texts.  Ninety percent of this grammar work is done individually and then checked for comprehension and verification in class as a group activity.  

UNANNOUNCED QUIZZES WILL BE USED TO VERIFY COMPLIANCE.
Assignment Time Table for Second Semester 2015
The second semester will continue our preparation for improved listening, speaking, reading and writing in Spanish. We will also begin to do specific practices for the AP Spanish Language Examination that we will take on May 6, 2014.  We will be doing exercises from the AP Spanish and Culture  Exam Preparation workbook at least twice per week that will cover the four skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking.  
Weeks 2-4
Belleza y estética

Weeks 5-7
Vida Contemporánea

Weeks 8-10
Desafíos globales

Weeks 11-12
Identidades personales y públicas

Benchmark Writing Assessments

In-class essays (5 –Dates to be determined)
Current Event Reports will be assigned on a bi-weekly basis.  Students will submit a written report on a bi-weekly basis based on an article or video from BBCmundo.com or CNNenespañol
Please visit my website for homework assignments on a weekly basis.

srabautistanicholas.weebly.com

April 13-May 6
These four weeks will be devoted to practicing the different skills and sections of the AP 
Examination. 
Thursday, May 7, 2015 is the AP Examination for this course. If you have been doing all the work diligently, you will be very well prepared!  Please be advised that you will need to pay for the exam in February.
Post AP Exam Required Assignments:

Service Learning Project—“The importance of ROP”
Final portfolio due on May 25, 2015
All students are required to take the AP Spanish Language Examination in May. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to talk to me as soon as possible!

These are not the only assignments that you will have to turn in or perform during the year!  The others will be shorter, impromptu oral presentations, grammar exercises, reading assignments, quizzes, tests, etc.  We will have fun while we work in this class and we will be well prepared for the AP Exam in May!  Santa Monica High School’s students have found great success in the AP Spanish Exam in the past, but most of them were very diligent about their work and their study habits. Success and satisfaction do not come without effort!  This is only an outline of the major assignments and activities that we will take on during the first semester. I will make additions, deletions or changes as I see them necessary during the semester to better meet the needs of the class and individuals. 

Materials needed:

· 3-ring binder with an ample supply of college lined paper (can be combined with other classes)
· index cards for vocabulary
· writing utensils (pencils, black or blue pens, one red pen)

· Spanish dictionary 
· 1-inch 3 ring binder with dividers for the final portfolio.
Format of the AP Spanish Exam:
	Section
	Number of Questions
	Percent of Final Score
	Time

	Section I: Multiple Choice
	Approx. 95 minutes

	Part A
	Interpretive Communication: Print Texts
	30 questions
	50%
	Approx. 40 minutes

	Part B
	Interpretive Communication: Print and Audio Texts (combined)
	35 questions
	
	Approx. 55 minutes

	
	Interpretive Communication: Audio Texts
	
	
	

	Section II: Free Response
	Approx. 85 minutes

	Interpersonal Writing: Email Rely
	1 prompt
	12.5%
	15 minutes

	Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay
	1 prompt
	12.5%
	Approx. 55 minutes

	Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation
	5 prompts
	12.5%
	20 seconds for each response

	Presentational Speaking: Cultural Comparison
	1 prompt
	12.5%
	2 minutes to respond


AP Spanish Language

January 9, 2015
Dear Parents:

Attached you will find the Assignment Timetable for the First Semester of the Advanced Placement Language Course. The students enrolled in this course will be preparing to take the AP Spanish Language Examination on May 7, 2014. Listed here are only the major assignments for the semester and it does not include some routine daily classroom assignments, homework, unannounced quizzes and examinations.   Please review the electronic grade book weekly in order to verify your student’s progress.
If you would like to speak with me at any time during the semester or year, please call me at (310) 395-3204, ext 71113 and set up an appointment for us to meet in person or talk on the phone.  If you cannot come in during the day, I am also easily reached via email at: cbautista@smmusd.org.

I am generally available to meet with your child at lunch or by appointment for review or explanations beyond the classroom so please encourage her/him to see me if you know they are having difficulties. 

Claudia Bautista-Nicholas

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

I have received and read the Spanish Language AP Course of Study and syllabus and understand that taking the Advanced Placement Examination Spanish Language on May 7, 2015 is part of the expectation of this course.  
Student name ________________________________________________________________

Student signature _____________________________________________________________

Parent signature_______________________________________________________________

Parent name and phone # or e-mail address:_________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Date ________________________________________________________________________
Please sign and return by January 12, 2014.
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