Santa Monica High School

Advanced Placement Spanish Language and Culture 5A/B 2016-2017
Claudia Bautista-Nicholas, Instructor

(310)395-3204  X 71305



cbautista@smmusd.org

Room I 305
Office Hours: Wednesdays 9-9:30, during lunch at I 305 or after school by appointment.

COURSE CONTENT

The content of the course in Advanced Placement Spanish Language and Culture will reflect intellectual and casual interests shared by the students and teacher (the arts, history, current events, literature, culture, etc.).   Materials will include recordings of narratives, music, films, newspapers, magazines, photographs and videos.  The course will seek to develop language skills that are useful and can be applied to various activities and disciplines rather than to the mastery of any specific subject matter.  Therefore, the specific areas of oral proficiency, composition, reading comprehension, and grammar that will be covered will be left to the discretion of the instructor as he/she discovers areas of weakness or needing special attention as evidenced by the oral and written journals and assignments submitted by the students as well as by other indicators.


The course will prepare the students to take the Advanced Placement Spanish Language Examination given in the spring.  (This test is strongly recommended for all students enrolled in the Spanish 5A/B AP Language and Culture course and the fee will be $93). The examination will consist of two sections that will test the four basic skill areas of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  We will focus on 6 themes: Global Challenges, Personal and Public Identities, Science and Technology, Beauty and Aesthetics, Contemporary Life, Families and Communities.
Course breakdown:

Homework, class work



30% 

Quizzes & tests


30% 


Projects, formal compositions, presentations
30%

Final exam, Final portfolio


10%

Texts: 

Draggett, P.  Temas: AP Spanish Language and Culture.  Boston: Vista Higher Learning, 2014
Frisancho, J. Vista Higher Learning AP Spanish and Culture Exam Preparation.  Boston: Vista 

Higher Learning, 2014.

Urrea, L.A. Rumbo al hermoso norte. New York: Back Bay Books, 2009.
Assignment Time Table for 2016-2017 Spring
The following are the units outlined in the Temas textbook.  We will explore the essential questions in each section.  Grammar will be incorporated as we proceed.  Ninety percent of this grammar work is done individually and then checked for comprehension and verification in class as a group activity.  This semester, we will also be reading a novel as part of our work in class. There will be exams that will verify reading comprehension and new vocabulary.
UNANNOUNCED QUIZZES WILL BE USED TO VERIFY COMPLIANCE.
	Semester 1

	Unit
	Unit Theme
	Unit Topics
	Grammar
	Culture, History, and Literature

	1
	Personal Identity
	 Public and private identity

Self-Image Personal Interests Personal Beliefs
	Present  and past Tenses- (Regular/ Irregular)
Gustar & Other Verbs
Ser vs. Estar with Adjectives
Possessives Demonstratives
	Autobiography of your identity, beliefs, interests and culture.
La identidad –Elena Poniatowska

El arte de Frida Kahlo

	2
	Families and Communities
	Family Structure Customs and Values Education
Communities
	Progressive Tenses Preterite Imperfect Preterite vs.
Imperfect
	Tiempo de juego
Educación
El Féisbuk
El niño y la niebla


	3
	Science and Technology
	Access to Technology Effects of Technology on Self and Society Innovations
Science and Ethics


	Common Verbs

Common transitional expressions

Accentuation

Punctuation

Subjuntive
	Nosotros, no
No sin mi móvil

Neander Park

	4
	Beauty and Aesthetics
	Beauty and Creativity Fashion and Design Language, Literature,
and Architecture
	Pronominal Verbs (reflexive, reciprocal)
Por vs. Para
Pronouns (object, subject)
Double object pronouns

Conjunctions
	El arte de Diego Rivera
Cien años de soledad
Museo Nacional de las Bellas Artes

	5
	Contemporary Life
	Lifestyles and professions
Social Customs and Values

Relationships
	Present Subjunctive Noun Clauses Adjective Clauses Adverbial Clauses
	History: Cortés, la
malinche, y la bandera de México.
Mundo del fin del mundo
Cartas de mamá


	Semester 2 – Midterm and AP Exam Practice

	Unit
	Unit Theme
	Unit Topics
	Grammar
	Culture, History, and Literature

	6
	Global Challenges
	Population and Demographics
Economic Issues Environmental Issues
	Future - with probability
Conditional -with probability
Prepositions Relative pronouns
	Cuba: Cars, Embargo, and Rafts
Nazca Lines
History: Che Guevara (early life)
Literature: Don Quijote

	7
	Personal and Public Identity
	Heroes and Historical Figures

National and Ethnic Identities

Alienation and Assimilation
	Past Subjunctive Noun Clauses Adjective Clauses Adverb Clauses

Hypothetical Situations (if/ then)
Superlatives
	Mexican Restaurant/ Kitchen

History: Cuba (Bay of Pigs)

Hisotry: Puerto Rico (Guantanamo Bay)

Literature: Don Quijote

	AP Exam Practice

	

	Final Service Learning Project Presentation

	Final Exam / Final Portfolio DUE   May 30, 2017


Assignment Time Table 2016-2017
Each semester will assess and improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in Spanish. We will also begin to do specific practices for the AP Spanish Language and Culture Examination that we will take on May 2, 2016.  We will be doing exercises from the AP Spanish and Culture Exam Preparation workbook daily that will cover the four skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking.  
Benchmark Writing Assessments (Each unit will have an essay as a summative assessment)
Weeks 1-3: 
Belleza y estética–Persuasive essay
Weeks 4-6:
La vida contemporánea –Persuasive essay
Weeks 7-9:
Los desafíos mundiales–Persuasive essay
Weeks 10-12:
Interpersonal expression test preparation
Weeks 13-14:
Presentational expression test preparation
Weeks 15: 
AP exam: May 2, 2017
Weeks 16-18: 
Service Learning project
Current Event Reports will be assigned on a weekly basis.  Students will submit a written report on a weekly basis based on an article or video aligned with the unit of study from BBCmundo.com or CNNenespañol.com
Please visit my website for daily homework assignments.  YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR WORK EVEN WHEN YOU ARE ABSENT FROM CLASS.  READ HOMEWORK POLICY. 
WEBSITE:  WWW.srabautistanicholas.weebly.com
These are not the only assignments that you will have to turn in or perform during the year!  The others will be shorter, impromptu oral presentations, grammar exercises, reading assignments, quizzes, tests, etc.  We will have fun while we work in this class and we will be well prepared for the AP Exam in May!  Santa Monica High School’s students have found great success in the AP Spanish Exam in the past, but most of them were very diligent about their work and their study habits. Success and satisfaction do not come without effort!  This is only an outline of the major assignments and activities that we will take on during the first semester. I will make additions, deletions or changes as I see them necessary during the semester to better meet the needs of the class and individuals. 

Materials needed:

· 3-ring binder with an ample supply of college lined paper (can be combined with other classes)
· index cards for vocabulary
· writing utensils (pencils, black or blue pens, one red pen)

· Spanish dictionary 
· 1-inch 3 ring binder with dividers for the final portfolio.
Format of the AP Spanish Exam:
	Section
	Number of Questions
	Percent of Final Score
	Time

	Section I: Multiple Choice
	Approx. 95 minutes

	Part A
	Interpretive Communication: Print Texts
	30 questions
	50%
	Approx. 40 minutes

	Part B
	Interpretive Communication: Print and Audio Texts (combined)
	35 questions
	
	Approx. 55 minutes

	
	Interpretive Communication: Audio Texts
	
	
	

	Section II: Free Response
	Approx. 85 minutes

	Interpersonal Writing: Email Rely
	1 prompt
	12.5%
	15 minutes

	Presentational Writing: Persuasive Essay
	1 prompt
	12.5%
	Approx. 55 minutes

	Interpersonal Speaking: Conversation
	5 prompts
	12.5%
	20 seconds for each response

	Presentational Speaking: Cultural Comparison
	1 prompt
	12.5%
	2 minutes to respond


Dear parents:

Welcome to Spanish AP!  Please note the expectations, grading system and grading scale for Spanish 5 AP.  Please check Illuminate regularly to keep abreast of your child’s progress.

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:

1.  Students must follow the instructor’s directions as well as all school rules.

Please review the “Student Code of Conduct”.   
2.  Students must treat all persons in the classroom and property with respect and use appropriate language.   

3.  The use of electronics as distraction devices in the classroom is prohibited.

4. Students need to consume all food, beverages and gum, before they enter the classroom.  Only water is permitted in the classroom. 

5. Students must participate and MUST SPEAK SPANISH IN CLASS.

CLASSWORK AND HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS

Students are required to bring their Spanish materials and their completed homework prior to arriving in class EVERYDAY.  There will be homework assigned daily. Homework that is reviewed and graded in class will not be accepted late. There will be unannounced quizzes based on homework assignments to assure compliance. 


It is expected that parents will constantly monitor their child’s progress.  Therefore, it is extremely important that both, students and parents, regularly monitor completion of assignments and grades in “Illuminate” –Samohi’s electronic grade book—on the Internet.  Grades will be updated every weekend.  You may also access my website for information at http://www.srabautistanicholas.weebly.com/
LATE WORK: Any work turned in late will receive 50% of the original value.  It will only be accepted during the current grading period.  After a progress report has been sent home, work for that previous grading period will no longer be accepted.
 ATTENDANCE: Daily attendance is required for this class.  It is your responsibility to get any work that you missed while you were absent. (SENIORS: Senior students are allowed no more than 120 cumulative class period absences in order to participate in the Samohi graduation ceremony.  This number is for both excused and unexcused absences and includes college visits.) Work will only be accepted for CLEARED EXCUSED ABSENCES.  Note: Work missed – homework or exam--during an unexcused absence will NOT be accepted. If the student is absent during an assessment, they will make up the assessment upon return.
GRADING SYSTEM:

Homework and class work


30%    

Projects, formal compositions, presentations
30%

Quizzes and tests



30%

Final Exam and Portfolio


10%

GRADING SCALE:
A+   100%     
B+   87%    
C+   77%       
D+   67%    
F   59-0%

A     93%         
B     83%    
C     73%     
D     63%                

A-   90%      
B-    80%     
C-    70%      
D-   60%
GRADES ARE NOT ROUNDED UP
Materials required 
Students must bring all of the following materials and completed homework daily.
Pencil or pen (blue or black)

Spanish book

1-in binder for Portfolio
Three ring binder with paper

All class handouts 
(This can be combined with other classes.  One section for Spanish is fine.)

Other materials occasionally required
Scissors


Highlighter 


Index cards
Glue sticks


Markers
Spanish dictionary

1-inch 3 ring binder with 7 dividers for final portfolio
Please read and initial:

Student

_____ 
I have read the course description and the classroom rules a will follow all rules.

_____
I will behave in my best interest and that of my classmates.

_____
I will not disrupt the learning process.

_____
I will not question the teacher’s management system of the class during instruction.

_____________________________

__________

_______________

STUDENT’S SIGNATURE


DATE                     
Period



________________________________________________________________________

Print Student’s Name



(telephone # and e-mail address)

______________________________________
_________________________

PARENT’S/GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE

DATE

________________________________________________________________________

Parent’s or Guardian’s Name

(best telephone # and e-mail address)

AP Spanish Language

January 17, 2017
Dear Parents:

Attached you will find the Assignment Timetable for the First Semester of the Advanced Placement Language Course. The students enrolled in this course will be preparing to take the AP Spanish Language Examination on May 2, 2017. Listed here are only the major assignments for the semester and it does not include some routine daily classroom assignments, homework, unannounced quizzes and examinations.   Please review the electronic grade book—Illuminate—weekly in order to verify your student’s progress.
If you would like to speak with me at any time during the semester or year, please call me at (310) 395-3204, ext 71305 and set up an appointment for us to meet in person or talk on the phone.  If you cannot come in during the day, I am also easily reached via email at: cbautista@smmusd.org.

I am generally available to meet with your child at lunch or by appointment for review or explanations beyond the classroom so please encourage her/him to see me if you know they are having difficulties. 

Claudia Bautista-Nicholas

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

I have received and read the Spanish Language AP Course of Study and syllabus and understand that taking the Advanced Placement Examination Spanish Language on May 2, 2017 is part of the expectation of this course.  
Student name in print____________________________________________________________

Student signature _____________________________________________________________

Parent signature_______________________________________________________________

Best time to reach you _________________________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________
email________________________________

Would you like to participate and share your career with students? _______________________
Career/ expertise_______________________________________________________________

Concerns? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please sign and return by January 31,2017.

